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Waterford councillors told biodiversity
olicies are here to stay ‘like it or not’

Shannon Sweeney

Biodiversity initiatives
are here to stay in Water-
ford. -

That is according to the
Director of Roads at
Waterford City and Coun-
ty Council at the Septem-
ber sitting of the Dungar:-
van-Lismore District
Council.

The director was re-
sponding to councillors’
concerns of untidiness in
and around Dungarvan.

“Look, in the past we
cut all the grass verges
and we cut down lawns. I
know the culture you are
talking about.

“We have moved away
from that. We are leaving
areas on verges now and
we are leaving the grass
Srow. L

“The environmental-
ists will tell us that it is
the right thing to do.

“It doesn’t look as
pleasing to the eye as it
did before, it’s not like a
lawn, but from a biodi-
versity point of view it’s
the right thing to do,”
said Mr Hynes.

COMPLAINTS

The issué was first raised
by Clir Pat Nugent, who
said he is getting calls
from locals about a lack
of maintenance on the
road into Dungarvan -
town, the road out to Clo-
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Weeds are important for the habitat of pollinators like honeybees. Stock Image.

nea Beach and at Ballin-
road.

He said that he under-
stood that biodiversity
was important, but so
was the upkeep of the
town.

“I think it has gone
down, down, down, as far
as people will say. Dun-
garvan is a tidy town...,”
said Cllr Nugent.

Cllr Damien Geoghe-
gan said he agreed with

Cllr Nugent.

He said he drove past
an 18-inch weed recently
growing up a traffic light
on Wolf Tone Road and
the area around the play-
ground at McDonald’s
has not been tended in a
long time.

Cllr Geoghegan said
there is a perception that
“weeds are acceptable”.

“There is a lane, for
example, next to the 1i-

brary, which links Main
Street to Davitt’s Quay.
The oldest piece of street
furniture in Dungarvan
is actually on that lane-
way.

“I would ask anyone to
go down and walk along
it. I'd say it has never
been swept. It has never
been weeded.

“That is just one
example I can think of
right in the centre of

town,” said Clir Geoghe-
gan.

Cathaoirleach Niamh
O’Donovan said she is
also getting a lot of calls
on weeds and presenta-
tion.

- Cllr Thomas Phelan
pointed out that Clonea
Beach does not fall under
the presentation team,
but said the weeds do
need to be looked at.

“It is looking fairly em-
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COMPULSORY ACQUISITION OF LAND

Compulsory Purchase Order 2025, (No. 1)

The Waterford City & County Council (hereinafter referred to as “the local authority™), acting on its
own behalf, in exercise of the powers conferred upon them by section 76 of the Housing Act, 1966,
and the Third Schedule thereto, as extended by section 10 of the Local Government (No. 2) Act, 1960
as substituted by section 86 of the Housing Act, 1966 as amended by section 6 and the Second
Schedule to the Roads Act, 1993 and as amended by the Planning and Development Act, 2000, as
amended, have made an order titled as above which will be submitted to An Coimisun Pleandla for
confirmation. If confirmed, the order will authorise the local authority to acquire compulsorily the
tand in the Schedule hereto for the purposes of development and refurbishment works, including

| improved access at No.'s 3 & 4 Great George's Street,Waterford

written notice.

Owners, lessees and occupiers of the land described in the Schedule will receive individual O

SCHEDULE il

By scanning the QR Code right

Land other than land consisting of a house or houses unfit for human habitation and not capable of being rendered fit for human habitation
The land included in the Schedule is situated in the functional area of Waterford City & County Council.

barrassing.

“Iknow we need tobe a
bit more forgiving of
weeds than we have been
in the past, but if we need
more resources, it should
be coming to us at budget
time,” said Clir Phelan.

THE RIGHT THING TO DO

Senior Executive Officer
in the Environment Sec-
tion Dawn Wallace said
that she was not aware of
issues in areas raised by
Cllr Nugent, but there
are wildflower trails
coming into Dungarvan.

District Engineer Joep-
hine McGrath acknowl-
edged that weeds are an
issue, but the council
does not have enough re-
sources to keep on top of
weeds.

She said sprayinghasa
limited effect, and they
are looking for a piece of
machinery that might do
the job.

But they are yet to find
one and rely on the com-
munity to pitch in.

“Yeah, there are weeds
everywhere. I suppose we
don’thave people you can
allocate full resources to
weeds all day, every day.

“We don’t have that, so
we do rely on community
groups and everyone to
help. Pulling weeds is a
task, and it takes time
and pulling the weeds so
you get the root out so it
doesn’t grow again,” said

https: //waterfordcouncil.ie/media/newspaper-adverts
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at reasonable expense.

Ms McGrath.

Cllr Nugent came back
in and accused the coun-
cil of using biodiversity
as an excuse. )

“If you go back five
years there was no such
thing as biodiversity,
right, and biodiversity
has been used as an ex-
cuse not to dig them up.

“And you have to
admit Gabriel, now it’s
very poor,” said Cllr Nu-
gent. -

Mr Hynes said the
measures in place are
what have been agreed at
the Special Policy Com-
mittee (SPCs).

He said that he accepts
that wildflowers in their
off-season are not as vis-
ually pleasing as when
they are in bloom and
green areas don’tlook the
way they used to. But this
is what needs to be done
to protect wildlife.

“From a presentation
point of view, our ap-
proach doesn’t ook as
pristine as they have in
the past and we accept
that and this is some-
thingasalocal authority,
we are going to embrace
biodiversity or we are
not. :

“A weed in a certain lo-
cation adds to the habitat.
It’s needed and like it or
not, that is what we have
agreed and that is the ap-
proach we are taking,”
said Mr Hynes.

Waterford City & County Council, Development at No.’s 3 & 4 Great George’s Street, Waterford.

Any objections to the Compulsory Purchase Order should be made in writing to An Coimisiin
Pleandla, 64 Marlborough Street, Dublin 1, to be received no later than 5:30pm on Monday 3rd
November, 2025.

If an objection is made in respect of the acquisition by an owner, lessee or
occupier of the land, and not withdrawn, An Coimisiun Pleanala may at its
absolute discretion, hold an oral hearing into the matter.

A copy of the order and of the map referred to in it may be seen on

Plot Ref. No. cmvomwo.n Area Ivscoes o
at the Offices of the Townland Electoral District Division Description Owners or Reputed Owners Reputed Lessees Occupiers
Local Authority Hectare Acre P
101 0.071 0.1756 Trinity Waterford Metropolitan Area Town Core Diocese of Waterford & Lismore Waterford City & Waterford City &
Without County Council County Council

Sean McKeown, Chief Executive,
City Hall, The Mall, Waterford.

Dated this 19th September, 2025.




